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What do we know ?

1. Counterfeit medicines have a long, forgotten 

history

2. They have been reported from most countries,  

but very few accurate estimates

3. They must increase mortality and morbidity

4. Some contain diverse wrong active ingredients

5. Some  contain subtherapeutic amounts of active 

ingredient ïengendering drug resistance



A forgotten historyééé



Recent Reports of Poor Quality Antimalarials
Fakes

ÕChloroquine

ÕQuinine

ÕTetracycline/Doxycycline

ÕSulphadoxine-pyrimethamine 

ÕSulphalene-pyrimethamine 

ÕMefloquine

ÕHalofantrine

ÕPrimaquine 

ÕArtesunate

Õ Intramuscular and oral artemether

ÕDihydroartemisinin

ÕDihydroartemisinin-piperaquine

ÕArtemether-lumefantrine

Not faked ?

Atovaquone-proguanil and iv/im artesunate

Substandard

ÕChloroquine

ÕQuinine

ÕTetracycline/Doxycycline

ÕSulphadoxine-pyrimethamine

ÕPrimaquine

ÕArtesunate

ÕIntramuscular & oral artemether



Genuine         Fake Artesunate óType 4ô

Å2000-2001 - 38 % of shop bought artesunate counterfeit

ÅOne NGO bought 100,000 tablets in one shop

Å2002-2003 - 53% of shop bought artesunate was 
counterfeit

 

 
 



 

Valid batch 
numbers, 
stickers, 
multiple wrong 
AIs, calcite 

Invalid batch 
numbers, 
holograms, 
subtherapeutic 
artesunate

WANTED

Seized 24,000 of 240,000 blisterpacks
traded by those arrested


